CHAPTER    VI
GERMANY OPPOSED TO THE INTERVENTION
OF THE ENTENTE
The Reaction of the, Powers to the Ultimatum
THIS ultimatum, issued four weeks after the Sarajevo
outrage, produced an effect of astonishment among the
Great Powers.
The impression which it created in London was "over-
whelming."^) Sir Edward Grey described it as "the most
formidable document which any State had ever addressed
to another."(2) He felt that "any State which accepted
such conditions would cease to count among the number
of independent States,"(3) and declared that the text
itself "dictates the terms of the reply."(4) The London
newspaper, the Morning Post, considered the ultimatum
to be "a challenge to the Triple Entente "($)
In St. Petersburg, Sazonov was profoundly shocked
and made no secret of his feelings. In the course of an
interview of an hour and a half with the Austrian ambas-
sador, he referred to the same idea several times. "I know
what this means. You want to make war on Serbia. I can
see what is happening: the German newspapers are
urging you on. You are going to set fire to Europe, and
you are assuming a great responsibility. . . . You want
war, you have burned your boats . . , one can see the
value of your pacific assurances! You are setting fire to
Europe,"(6) At the same time the Russian Minister was
not hostile to the idea of some concession on the part of
Serbia; on the contrary, he even told the German ambas-
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